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Benefits of Chinese medicines testing
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Hong Kong is an international trading hub of Chinese

medicines with import and re-export amounting to HK$3.15 billion and
HK$1.12 billion respectively in 2016. Chinese herbal medicines and
proprietary Chinese medicines (pCm) sold in Hong Kong are
generally with good quality. To ensure that products are genuine, not
misprocessed (such as bleached), and free from adulteration or
contamination, testing and certification is indispensable. Hong Kong is
fortunate to have an efficient and technologically sound testing and
certification industry to provide the relevant support.

Testing and certification of Chinese medicines can bring about
benefits to:

W Users: It can help users to identify genuine products, reduce the
chance of buying fake, misprocessed (such as bleached),
adulterated or contaminated products.

¥ Manufacturers and Traders: It can help enhance customer
confidence and satisfaction, increase sales, and reduce the risk of
costly recalls and lawsuits.

¥ Chinese Medicine Practitioners: It can ensure that prescriptions
are filled with genuine and quality medicinal herbs.

W Hong Kong: It can promote the further development of the testing
and certification industry and reinforce the position and strategic
advantage of Hong Kong as a testing and certification hub of
Chinese medicines. This in turn will sustain the economic growth of
Hong Kong in the long run.

op RE ZE s

Proprietary Chinese medicines testing
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Under the Chinese Medicine Ordinance (Chapter 549 of the Laws of
Hong Kong), testing for heavy metals, toxic elements, pesticide
residues and microbial limits has been required for the registration of
pCm since 2003 to ensure that they can meet the safety require-
ments. For more details, please visit the website of the Chinese
Medicine Council of Hong Kong www.cmchk.org.hk
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Chinese materia medica testing
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Many types of Chinese medicines can now be tested against the
Hong Kong Chinese Materia Medica Standards (HKCMMS) or the
Pharmacopeia of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). The
HKCMMS is of great importance because it can provide relevant
standards for safety and quality testing of Chinese materia
medica. As Chinese materia medica are raw materials for pCm,
the testing could help to ensure the quality of the pCm concerned.
As of 2017, the Department of Health has already developed
HKCMMS covering standards for over 200 types of Chinese
materia medica commonly used in Hong Kong.
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Chinese Medicines Testing Services Provided by
Laboratories in Hong Kong include:
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Accreditation of Laboratories

% % Proprietary Chinese Medicines

223 Safety testing

W E€BEXEStE Heavy metals and toxic elements
W B ZIEE Pesticide residues
W MEWERE Microbiological examinations

8 R H B3 Quality and other testing

W REBEZE (LB Analysis to product specifications
W BEMERER Stability
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Other tests according to the Pharmacopeia of PRC
e.g. water, weight variation, filling variation and disintegration

thZ&$F Chinese Materia Medica

E{Bil3k Authentication
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Authentication by visual examination, microscopic
identification and chromatographic fingerprinting

2283 Safety testing

W E€BRESITE Heavy metals and toxic elements
W EEER Pesticide residues
W ZfEFE Aflatoxins

@ E R H MBI Quality and other testing
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Testing according to the HKCMMS or the Pharmacopeia of
PRC for quality
e.g. assay, ash, water content and extractives
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Laboratory accreditation is an important process to
ensure that testing is in compliance with the relevant
Hong Kong, national or international standards and
the test results are recognised. Laboratories
accredited by the government accreditation body,

the Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS),
have achieved the technical competence to meet
standards such as ISO/IEC 17025.

Endorsed test reports from HKAS accredited laboratories
are accepted by the Chinese Medicine Council of
Hong Kong.
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All endorsed test reports/accredited
certificates issued by HKAS accredited
organisations bear the HKAS accreditation
symbol with the registration number of
the accredited organisations.
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Laboratories accredited by HKAS providing testing
services on Chinese medicines (As at January 2018)
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The organisations below can provide the public with one or several
types of accredited Chinese medicines testing services:

ALS Technichem (HK) Pty Limited
UBERAEFERRS

Bureau Veritas Hong Kong Limited
ENEHEPOHARATE
Castco Testing Centre Limited
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CMA Industrial Development Foundation Limited
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Enviro Labs Limited
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Europharm Laboratoires Company Limited -
Q. C. Laboratory
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Hong Kong Productivity Council -
Environment and Product Innovation Laboratory

EAPEERRAARAE

Institute for the Advancement of Chinese Medicine
(IACM) Limited
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Intertek Testing Services Hong Kong Limited
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Pharmtech (Hong Kong) Limited -

Quality Control Laboratory
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SGS Hong Kong Limited
EEEERBEPLHRAS

The Hong Kong Standards and Testing
Centre Limited
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The Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology (HKUST) - Laboratory for
Molecular Testing
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Wai Fat Pharmaceutical Laboratory Limited

ENRERIRFEARAT
Wellab Limited

2610 1044
2331 0888

2597 8333
2698 8198
2676 2983

2662 4234

2788 5628

3411 2932

2173 8888

2499 8886

2334 4481

2666 1870

2358 5892

2173 6051

2898 7388
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For details and updated information, please visit the HKAS website
(www.hkas.gov.hk) or contact the testing organisations directly.

FERAFIGEERS

The Hong Kong Council for Testing and Certification
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The Hong Kong Council for Testing and Certification (HKCTC) was set
up in September 2009 to advise the Government on the overall
development strategy of the testing and certification industry. Its vision
is to develop Hong Kong into a testing and certification hub in the
region by reinforcing the branding of ‘Tested in Hong Kong, Certified in
Hong Kong'.
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For more information, please visit the following websites

ERBRAMEER
Hong Kong Council for Testing and Certification

www.hkctc.gov.hk
BEBRAE
Hong Kong Accreditation Service
www.hkas.gov.hk
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